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J u n e 1986

Words On
Wilderness

CHINESE WALL— fro m H a y sta ck M ountain. In th e Bob M a rsh a ll
Dan D o d g e ) .
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An Area Divided
contributed by Rachel Glaser
In Montana, the Rocky
Mountains
make
a
wrinkled sweep
south
from Canada to Wyoming.
Looking west from the
eastern plains of the
state,
they
appear
abruptly on the horizon.
The towns of Augusta,
Choteau, and Browning
lie on the fringe of these
plains.
For them, the
abruptness is eased by
the appearance of an
east-west
series
of
canyons, which open the
mountains
onto
the
plains.
In total, these
canyons join to measure
318,000 acres and are
known as the Rocky ,
Mountain Front.

SOLITUDE— l o o k i n g
t h e R o ck y M o u n ta in

Renshaw
Mt
While the wind works acres),
(46,000
acres)
and
Falls
daily at wearing down the
canyons, river beds and Creek (82,000 acres).
twisted pines of the
Front, the four members
According to inventory
of Montana's congres criteria of the RARE II
sional
delegation:
Pat process, all these areas
Williams, John Melcher, are eligible for inclusion
Max Baucus and Ron in the National Wilder
Marlenee, work together ness Preservation Sys
deciding the future of the tem. Each received high
Front, which is being ratings based on their
c o n sid e r e d

for.'-^idcAieiojrv;> W h d e m sss..'q u a litie s.

The Front is a small
part of the entire over
thrust belt which spans
from the Rockies .of
Alaska to the border of
Mexico. In the past, oil
and natural gas have
been discovered on por
tions of this belt in
Canada and Wyoming.
Oil developers believe
that the Front should also

.Words O n Wilderness.
Words On Wilderness is a
non-advocacy newsletter
printed annually by the
Wilderness Institute (W.I.).
Staff articles are non
editorial.
However,
readers*
contributions
which
contain
their
opinion may be printed.
Contributions
will
be
noted as such. The staff
reserves the right to edit
contributions for gram
matical purposes.
The
Wilderness Institute en
courages
contributions
which wiM be printed as

space allows. W.I. is in
room 207, School of
Forestry, University of
Montana, Missoula, MT
59812. (406) 243-5361.

fr o st B a d g e r P a ss to w a r d s F a m ily Peak
(P h oto c o u r t e s y o f John M e r c e r ) .

be explored for oil and
gas development.
They
have
lobbied
in
Washington to prevent
the Front trom becoming
wilderness and therefore
withdrawn from mineral
entry.
In an effort to reach a
compromise
between
developers and those ad-

.B ut . voca tin g

in the MontantL JWjidar-- their wilderness ..qualities
ness Bill. Their task' Is to are not the only factors
decide what portion of involved in the decision
these acres will be in of whether or not to in
cluded in the National clude them in the wilder
Wilderness
Preservation ness bill.
System.
On paper, the canyons
were separated by the
Forest Service RARE li
process (Roadless Area
Review and Evaluation)
into five areas:
the
Badger-Two
Medicine(93,000
acres),
Teton River-High Peaks
and Choteau MT. (55,000),
Deep
Creek
(42,000

sou th
Front

p rotection

far

special
management
status,
rather
than
wilderness for much of
the Rocky. Mountain Front
Wilderness
advocates
believe that such desig
nations are second rate
protection for first class
wild lands, and special
management
provisions
will not insure continued
protection. Oil and gas
interests, and others in
terested. _ in commodity
development favor spe
cial management over
wilderness, believing they
will
have
greater
flexibility in their opera
tions.

the Front," th e delegation,
introduced the first bill in
the summer of 1984.
This bill proposed to
designate 747,178 acres
throughout Montana as
wilderness.
Statewide
opposition from many
special interest groups
Wilderness protection
and
individuals,
both for the Bob Marshall area
those opposing wilder began in .1929 through
ness
designation, and Regulation'L-20 and was
those favoring it, kept the superseded by the more
bill from being passed by comprehensive
UCongress. The delegation Regulations
in
1939,
went back to the drawing which were drafted by
board, meeting regularly Robert Marshall. Desig
throughout 1985 to com e nation of the Front as
up with a new proposal.
wilderness would enlarge
the ecosystem for the
In the meantime, the Bob Marshall Complex.
Lewis and Clark National What lies in the future for
Forest
released
its the Rocky Mountain Front
revised
Forest
Plan, is unknown. It is an area
geographically,
recommending to Con divided
culturally
and
econom i
gress that 46,000 acres of
the Front be included in cally.
the Wilderness Bill.

Representative
Pat
William's
office
an
Assistant Director Ken nounced that the new bill
will be reintroduced in
Wall
the spring of 1986. The
delegation has indicated
Editor Dave Louter
that the new bill will be
similar to the 1984 bill.
Field Studies Coor The delegation favors
dinator John Mercer
Director Bob Ream

In
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Bob Marshall Wilderness Education Project
by Ken Wall

In October, 1984, the
Wilderness Institute at
the University of Montana
competed against thirty
other universities
and
private consulting firms
across the country for a
contract
from
the
Washington Office of the
U.S. Forest Service to de
velop a demonstration
project to teach a natural
resource issue to agency
employees and the public.

The Natural Resource
and
Environmental
Education Program (NREE)
is a new approach to
public education by the
Forest Service. The NREE
program
differs
from
predecessors and from
similar programs in that
it is issue-oriented. Em
phasis has been placed
on
natural
resource
issues of individual Na
tional Forests.
Educa
tional topics are based on
investigations into forest.

wildlife, soil, water,
use
simulation,
human community.
NREE program has
objectives.

land forest
and
rangeland
and resources.
The
two
The
Wilderness
In
stitute developed a fourpart education module on
The first is to gain un the issues of wilderness
derstanding of specific management in the Bob
issues
inherent
in Marshall
Wilderness
resource
development, Complex (BMWC).
The
protection and use.
four parts included:
The second objective is
Background literature,
to gain understanding educational materials, and
and support for wise supporting information on
management and use of wilderness management.

WILD SCENERY— S w i t c h b a c k P a s s a r e a B o b M a r s h a l l
t o G l a c l a r N a t i o n a l P a r k ( P h o t o b y Dan D o d g e ) .

Reference and source
list of research literature,
educational
materials,
audio visual programs,
and supporting
infor
mation gathered and in
dexed throughout the
project.
The goal of the project
was to collect and or
ganize information, and
develop educational ac
tivities and audio-visual
aids to demonstrate a
method of teaching the
public about a natural
resource issue. A second
goal was to provide the
Flathead. Lewis 8c Clark.
Lolo and Helena National
Forests with educational
materials to increase the

general public knowledge
and awareness of wilder
ness
management
problems in the Bob Mar
shall Wilderness Complex;
and to provide infor
mation for wilderness
managers
to
change
harmful wilderness be
havior and reduce sitespecific impacts and user
conflicts.
We chose four major
management topics for
the project, and created
education modules, ac
tivities and materials to
enhance public under
standing of these topics.
They included:
Background,

history

lo o k in g n orth

and
development
of
We collected and in
philosophies and values dexed much information
that led to the .creation of on the issues of wilder
the wilderness act.
ness management and
specifically on the Bob
Wilderness
Legislative
history, Marshall
policy, and regulations Complex. This collection
governing wilderness and includes the following:
the methods used by
agencies
to
manage
A computer data base
wilderness.
bibliographical
file
on
wilderness management.
The natural charac Included in the bibliog
teristics of wilderness raphy are over 2,000
magazine articles and
ecosystems.
books, 300 films and slide
600
related
Wilderness skills, eti shows,
reports
and
educational
quette, minimum impact
techniques, proper equip materials. Approximately
ment, health hazards and 900 of these citations
These
safety in the recreational were annotated.
citations
include
research
use of wilderness.
and
popular
articles

Classroom and field
trip education exercises
and learning activities for
fifth
grade
students.
THese materials focus on
managing
wilderness
ecosystems and recrea
tional use.
Visually-oriented
educational material, in
cluding
a slide tape
program,
notebook,
brochure and fact sheets,
directed
at
adult
audiences.

books,
dissertations,
films, brochures, etc.
A
collection
of
research
reports,
management
plans,
federal laws, policy state
ments, brochures, maps
and
other
supporting
documents that relate to
management
of
the
BMWC.
A collection of infor
mation on environmental
and wilderness education
centers across the United
States, and samples of
curriculum and interpre
tive materials distributed
through these centers.
We developed several
products to be used as
graphic aids for wilder-
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ness education
These include:

efforts.

A 3ft x 4ft map of the
National
Wilderness
Preservation
System,
showing the location of
all areas in the system as
of December 31, 1985.
On the back of the map
was a tabular listing of
information on ail areas
in the system.
A portable table and
wall
display
including
* graphics,
photographs
and illustrations with ac
companying text, describ
ing the major issues of
wilderness management.
A collection of 400
slides
illustrating
the
BMWC and major human
impacts and management
concerns in the area. We
also have slides repre
sentative of recreational
use in the area.
A 20 minute slide tape
program summarizing the
major issues of wilder
ness management.
•cA •
.series ■o f -19 •fact

sheets
on
wilderness
management issues, ac
companied
by
sup
plemental reading lists.
A
BMWC
primer
designed to introduce the
wilderness complex to
inexperienced users and
communicate basic - no
trace
camping
tech^
niques.
We contracted with an
elementary school tea
cher to prepare cur
riculum materials and ex
ercises
on
wilderness
management.
They will
be designed for use in
the classroom.
These
exercises and activities
are supplemented by a
role playing simulation
and a board game on
wilderness management.

ease problems in forest
management.

The function of the
Institute's
Information
Center is distributing in
formation about wilder
ness, wild rivers and
similar
wild
land
resources to students,
agencies, private
or
ganizations
and
the
general public.

reputation for excellence
and has received re
quests from throughout
the U.S. and several
foreign countries.
Our
newsletter, "Words on
Wilderness" is sent to a
mailing list of 4,000 or
ganizations
and
in
dividuals.

The Institute has es
During the next few tablished a widespread
months,
however,
the
Washington Office of the
Forest Service, plans to
reproduce copies of the
NREE
educational Wilderness Research
materials for public dis Annotated Bibliography
tribution. Copies of the
During the last two
materials and more infor
mation on the NREE years we have developed
program can be obtained a computerized wilder
by contacting Dr. Eddie ness bibliography focus
Anderson, Office of Infor ing primarily on wilder
We
mation, P.O. Box 2417, ness management.
now have over 2,000
Washington DC 20013.
research . •
*- “
•reports,
magazine
articles
and
The
Wilderness
In
stitute has xerox copies books, 300 films and slide
600
related
of
all
the
printed shows,
materials
from
this reports and educational
project available.
We materials in the bibliog
Citations in the
would be happy to send raphy.
base
can
be
these documents to you data
searched
by
subject,
au
at cost.
thor, keywords, or by
geographic' area.
Ap-

Much of the infor
mation in our collection

This
Forest
Service
contract
called
for
development
of
demonstration materials,
and did not include fund
ing for distribution of
educational materials or
implementation of educa
tional programs.

is maintained on a com 
puter system. The infor
mation center is staffed
by work study students
under the direction of the
Assistant Director.
We will focus on the
following special projects
next year as a part of the
general operations of the
information center:

Computer Data Base Collections

W ilderness A rea
In dex
The National Wilder
ness Preservation System
is tremendously varied:
The system includes al
most 89 million acres of
public land in 46 states.
There are 440 areas in
the system.
This data
base includes a summary
of all the areas in the
NWPS, including name,
acreage,
public
law,
management
status,
recreation use figures,
and administrative unit.
The information is up to
date as of this year. For
approximately half the
areas in the system, we
have
additional
infor
mation including number
of
recreational
visits,
number of employees,
management
strategies,
and wilderness education
efforts.

See the figure accom 
panying this story for a
description of the educa
tional products and the
In the next few years
target audiences they are we hope to expand the
intended for.
data base to include:
The Washington Office
of the Forest Service now
has eight other NREE
contracts underway on
topics
ranging
from
management of grizzly
bears to insect and dis

—Information Center

access,
general
description, land types,
site-specific
research,
recreation
use
data,
selected
measurements
of
environmental
and
resource conditions in

each wilderness area, off
site affects, competing
resource *demands and
management conditions.
W ild and* Scenic Rivers
This is a data base,
similar to the Wilderness
Area Index, but focusing
instead on wild rivers. It
was last updated in 1981,
and covers all rivers in
the system.
State River Systems
Similar to the Wild and
Scenic Rivers collection,
but focusing on individual
state wild river systems.
Approximately
twenty
states have these sys
tems and are included in
the system.

proximately 900 citations W ildern ess L egislative
in the data base have
H istory
been abstracted.
We
We have a legislative
currently have 450 of
file on each wilderness
these articles in the in
bill between 1964 and
formation center files.
1985.
The remainder are only in
M ap o f th e
bibliographical form.
W ildern ess

P reservation System
The bibliography is the
largest of its kind in the
country, and we intend to
In the fall of 1985 we
develop it into a leading
national repository of in published a map of the
formation on the National National Wilderness Sys
Wilderness
Preservation tem. We intend to up
date the map in 1987,
System.
after the 99th Congres
sional Session. This map
is the only one of its kind
if} the country.'
National Park Master
FILE CO LLECTION S
Plans
8*
Wilderness
Proposals We have com 
Specific G eo g ra p h ic
plete coverage for all
File C ollection s
units of the National Park
Wilderness Area Index Service with wilderness
We have individual files potential.
on each unit of the Na
Bureau
of
Land
tional Wilderness Preser
Management Wilderness
vation System.
These
Review We have wilder
files include management
ness review studies for
plans, maps, proposals,
all western states in
related documents, such
cluded in the BLM review.
as
grazing
and
fire
National Historic/Scenic
management plans, maps
Trails
We have partial
and correspondence.
coverage of national trail
plans and proposals.
Wild and Scenic Rivers
We have individual files
Roadless Area Review
on each river in the Na
and
Evaluation Thorough
tional Wild and Scenic
River System. These files coverage of environmen
include
management tal statements on the
and
RARE
II
plans, proposals, related RARE
documents, such as old processes. For Region 1
Bureau
of
Outdoor of the Forest Service, we
Recreation
studies, have detailed information
development
proposals, on most roadless areas.
maps
and
correspon
Montana Roadless Area
dence.
Collection The WSIC Field
Studies
Program
has
State River Systems studied over 150 wild
Similar to the Wild and land areas and rivers in
Scenic Rivers collection, Montana over the last
but focusing on individual eleven years.
Many of
state wild river systems. these studies resulted in
We have individual files reports, yet much of the
on each of the twenty information has not been
states that have state published, but is available
river systems.
in our files.
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Wilderness Fact
Sheets
We have prepared a
series of nineteen fact
sheets
on
wilderness
issues. The fact sheets
give concise summaries
of the issues affecting
the
allocation
and
management of wilderness. Each fact sheet in
cludes a summary of a
wilderness issue, and an
extended reading list.
Through this survey we
have received a large
volume of materials on
environmental education
that could provide valu
able
assistance
to
teachers.youth
groups
and others interested in
carrying out environmen
tal education activities.

Wilderness Slide
Collection
During the last eleven
years we have collected
over 3,000 slides and
photographs.

Wilderness Management
Policy
This
file
collection
contains
management
policy and regulations for
each of the four agencies
managing
wilderness,
The collection also ineludes policy recommendations by special inter
est groups,
™

Use

the Information Center

Most of the information
in our collection is avail
able on 14-day loan. For
one-of-a-kind manage
ment plans, and other
documents that are dif
ficult to obtain, we re
quire a security deposit.
Reprints are available for
several hundred articles
and reports, and are dis
tributed for the cost of
reproduction.

If you are interested in
receiving detailed listings
of the information in the
Wilderness Institute Infor
mation Center, clip out
the form that accom 
panies this article, check
off the categories that
interest you, and send it
to us along with a
stamped, self addressed
envelope, and we will be
happy
to
send
the
detailed listings to you.

Copies of the 285 page
Wilderness
Bibliography
can be obtained for $25
We are also able to print
custom reports from the
bibliography relating to
the specific topic(s) you
are interested in.
Copies of the map of
the National Wilderness
Preservation System are
available for $.50 each.

Letter from the directors
To our readers:
The Wilderness
In philosophy,
English, through
funding
from
stitute is in its twelth economics,
humanities, student
activity
fees.
year of operation.
We and forestry, WSIC offers
Unfortunately, this .spring
have strived to . fulfill a students "hands-on" ex
the governing board for
unique mission:
to perience “ dealing
with the Associated Students
promote the development wild land issues and
of the University of Mon
and distribution of infor research. The WSIC also
tana cut the operating
mation about allocation helps the institute meet
budget of WSIC by 85%
and
management
of its five major operating
for the next academic
wilderness, wild rivers goals: 1) continuing and
year (1986-1987).
and similar wild land public education, 2 ) the
resources; and by en Information Center, 3 )
Because of these dras
couraging and conducting wilderness research, 4 )
tic budget cuts, the |
wilderness research and field studies, and 5 ) un operations of WSIC will]
dergraduate and graduate
public education.
be cut back to minimuml
education.
Some of the stories in maintenance operations.
In May of 1974, a
Education
and
field
group of faculty, stu this issue of Words on studies projects will be
Wilderness are only a
dents,
conservationists,
cancelled.
The infor-J
and forest service per small representation of mation center will remain!
Institute's
ac
sonnel met at the Univer the
open with a skeleton
sity of Montana to con complishments. In the staff, and we will be!
past 12 years, the In
front the new challenges
stitute
has produced over forced to charge a fee for
presented by the 1964
several
services
that
Wilderness Act: the un 75 reports on roadless were formerly free of
We
derstanding,
allocating areas in Montana.
charge. There will be no
and managing of wilder have held approximately "Words on Wilderness"
125 workshops, seminars
ness in America.
and various types of newsletter published next|
year.
programs on wild land
Primarily, we began as
issues — such as the On
e
faculty
research
Throughout the last 12
Common Ground con
program aimed at public
ference.
Also, the In years, we have enjoyed)
land issues.
But soon
stitute has amassed the strong public support.
after, students became
most complete library on We want to thank you for|
involved, and formed a
wilderness management your continued support of
student group as part of
and research
in the the Wilderness Institute,
the Institute —
the country.
its goals, its growth and
Wilderness Studies and
its continuance.
While
Information
Renter
Looking back, we are these budget cuts will
(WSIC).
proud of the accomplish curtail the operations of)
students,
other|
ments of students as the
Incorporating
the
Wilderness
Institute
sociated with the In
talents
of
different
stitute.
Much of this programs will continue,)
departments,
such
as
work was made possible and our doors will remain)
open.
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On Common Ground
by Dave Louter

A MOMENT T° RELAX G a r y S n y d e r a n d W e n d a l l B e r r y
t h e f i n a l d a y o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e On Common G r o u n d
p a st th r e e days.

On December 9 - 11 ,
1985, the Wilderness In
stitute
sponsored
the
public
conference
On
Common Ground.
The
three
day
conference
provided a dialogue and
exploration of the com 
mon
ground
between
agriculture and wilder
ness; for they both hold
common values and con
tribute to a way of life
unique to Montana.
Humanist scholars from
the University of Montana
and
Montana
State
University focused
on
common cultural values
from the perspectives of
philosophy,
history,
poetry,
and
religious
studies.
Panelists and
speakers from the com 
munity were made up of
people working on and
with the land. The con
tribution of both these
perspectives ensured a
sensitivity to the land and
to the human values
derived from the land.

t a k e a m om en t 01
t o t a l k o v e r thi

Ostensibly, the con
ference was a forum to
help bridge gaps in local
planning problems, and
addressed
the
two
prevalent uses of land in
the state. But the heart
of the topic also had a
national focus. For in our
time, the division be
tween
agriculture and
wilderness,
between
people and nature is be
coming a .clear voice. It
The conference was is a time in which
not one of conflict.
It economic forces are dic
was the first of its kind tating the way of life for
to embrace the cultural both.
values and social views
derived from the Montana
Looking at why Mon
landscape and to use tana is a good vehicle for
them to stimulate fresh seeking
a
common
dialogue on the subject ground.
Dr.
Duane
of land planning.
Hampton, Dept, of His
tory, University of Mon
The conference cen tana, said in his keynote
tered on a the theme that lecture th0 t "Montana is
those who live in Mon agriculture. Montana is
tana share a unique way
Montana, I
of life; that our develop wilderness.
would
suggest,
is the
ment plans and problems
ground."
are linked to our sense of common
place.
Hampton went on to
Two nationally known
poets and writers par
ticipated in the con
ference, marking their
first appearance together:
Gary Snyder, who won
the Pulitzer Prize for
Poetry in 1975; and Wen
dell Berry, author of The
Unsettling of America.
They brought to the con
ference
a
national
perspective.

( P h o t o b y D an R o o t )

describe how uncommon
agriculture and wilder
ness seem from each
other: "one is active; the
other is passive." But he
drew the conclusion to
their
differences
by
noting that "the common
ground for these seem 
ingly
different
concepts...is the land."
Dr. Hampton's example
has a strong point to
make for Montanans. For
whether your way of life
is rooted in agriculture or
wilderness, whether you
seek
new
economic
development for your lo
cal area or seek land
sensitive
planning,
whether your lifestyle is
based on the cultural
traditions of agriculture
or the
strengths
of
wilderness, you derive
your source from one
thing, and one thing only:
land.

common loss of land.
More and more small
farms are pushed back
for urban sprawl.
Ur
banization has becom e a
main issue for planners.
It is also why the con
ference planners chose
the Missoula, Ravalli and
Mineral
counties
as
vehicles
for
their
dialogue.
The points brought out
by Snyder and Berry held
relevant uses for local
residents and the nation.
In a statement that
seemed
to
contradict
contemporary values held
in our mobile society,
Snyder
stated,
"Don't
move. Stay where you
are. To understand the
land, you have to live on
it, work it, get involved
locally, and stay put."

Yet Snyder believes
What may eventually that wilderness is neces
bring
agriculture
and sary to better understand
wilderness together is the our place in nature.
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"It's a way to step out
side society and com e
back
with
something
helpful
nBut

wilderness

isn't

enough without a shift in
our bigger-is-better and
richer-is-best attitudes,”
said Berry. He also said
that from
a historic
perspective,
Americans
have
been
"indiscriminate,
insa
tiable monsters?
who
have
moved
on
to
greener pastures after
despoiling what they left
behind.
A rancher attending the
talks voiced his opinion,
"All o f us do things out
doors. We feel good out
there. If that isn ’
t som e
thing in common, I don't
know what is."

Common Ground
by Dave (.outer
Montana's landscape is
a unique cultural and
geographical relief.
We
have both wild lands and
agricultural lands.
We
have both ways of life
that inter-mesh, become
fuzzy, but yet stand out
starkly when confronted.
People who live in this
state realize what they
have because they stick
with the land. Children

Wendell
Berry
ex
pressed his concern for
harmony in an agricul
tural
tradition
that
stresses monoculture. He
explained that humans
need and thrive on diver
sity. Look, for example, are still raised on the
at our cities, our culture. family farms, highways
A balance
must
be are still blocked by sheep
wrought
out
between
these two uses of land
for the land's own sake
and for the benefit of
by Ed Norman
human beings as well.

changing pastures; and in
the spring, f still-green
fields are spotted with
the shiny coats of wet
calves.
The other . aspect of
Montana exists in its over
5 million acres of wilder
ness.
Given opposite
traditions,
the
people
from both ways of life
meet on some points.
One such point is the
question
of
lifestyle.
Montana's cultural values
have been mined from

both traditions. Yet, one
can find polarization be
tween the two on many
land issues. Behind these
issues most often sits the
lumbering,
unstable
economy.

land development feeds
controversy.

Planning, then, has be
come the key for the
state's future.
Con
ferences such as On
Common Ground are the
Today more land is stimuli for future work on
needed by farmers, while the subject. Such work
at the same time they are assumes a responsibility
producing smaller yields.
Leased mineral rights and for traditional, cultural,
and
economic
oil and gas development social
ways
of
life
in
Montana.
help shave off some
economic
losses
for
farmersv But, this type of.
______

Environmental Education Progress Report

In his poem "A Vision,"
Berry concluded an un
derlying theme for future
pursuit
of
common
ground
and
common
planning solutions — for
both
agriculture
and
wilderness:
...The abundance o f
this place, the songs of
its people and its birds,
will be health and wisdom
and indwelling light. This
is no paridisal dream. Its
hardship is its possibility.

The

concept

of

En

vironmental Education is
no stranger to the Mis
soula area.
Substantial
groundwork has been laid
over the past five or six
years for establishing an
environmental education
program in the area.

With the pressures be
ing placed on both our
natural and man-made
environment today, there
has become a substantial
increase
in
demand
among educators as well
Copies of the con as citizens for building an
ference transcript will be environmental awareness
available from W.i. in in our community, par
June, 1986.
ticularly in young people.
People are beginning to
feel the effects of en
vironmental mistakes, and
to realize how necessary
to their aesthetic and
economic well-being a
healthy environment can
be.

and/or resources to give
environmental education
a serious effort. Citizens
are involved with in
dividual
environmental
concerns and rarely share
their ideas
and
ex
periences
with others
who have different inter
ests.
Thus, there still
remains a gap between
what type of environ
mental education educa
tion center, and active
programs could bridge
this gap.
The
Rattlesnake
Wilderness
Education
Project began two years
ago. Its purpose was to
explore
wilderness
education opportunities in
the Rattlesnake Wilder
ness
and
National
Recreation
Area,
four
miles
from
Missoula,
Montana. The project has
slowly evolved to explore
city-wide environmental
education programs.

Many teachers want to
Local
surveys
con
teach about the environ ducted by the Wilderness
ment but lack the time Institute confirm a high

interest
from
area
educators in developing
on-going
opportunities
for outdoor and environ
mental education. The
only set backs will be in
budgets and curricula.
But som e costs can be
alleviated by integrating
new programs with exist
ing curricula.
In January 1984, to
better
understand the
process of starting an
environmental education
center, the Institute con
ducted a nationwide sur
vey
of
400
nature
centers, receiving better
than
235
responses.
Respondents represented
a variety of sizes, styles,
locations,
management
methods,
budgets,
programs,
funding
sources, etc. One of the
most striking similarities
of successful programs
was a broad base of
community
support
through funding and par
ticipation. Many kinds of
groups, institutions, and

corporations
provided
and received services.
Young and old attend
programs, and the costs
were most often provided
from local sources.
Given the results of
these two surveys, and
inspired
by
San
Francisco's "Wild in the
City* program, the In
stitute applied for, and
received, grant money
from the Associated Stu
dents of the University of
Montana
and
the
Arkwright
Wilderness
Foundation.
With this
money, an inventory was
conducted of suitable environmental
education
sites in the Missoula area
during the summer of
1985.
This
field
study
focused on sites which
have been used in th e ,/
past and offer a variety
of natural history/"and
ecological study^opportunities. This j^formation
will
be
available
in
catalogue^)rm so that an
educatp* can easily fir d a
site ,26 meet his/her class
needs.
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Wilderness and Civilization
by Kan Wall

As the
van bounced over the dirt
road to the trailhead, the
students turned inward.
The gaiety subsided, the
laughter and jokes and
boasting ceased. I felt it
myself. A sort of ap
prehension. A reluctance
to leave the warm and
known world of paved
roads and machines and
daily routine. Though we
all loved the wild, we felt
the tugging unease of
leaving the familiar and
entering the compara
tively unfamiliar. Ahead
of us was a ten-day trek,
a hike o f more than
seventy miles.
Wilder
ness, the Unknown. The
two are connected in
more ways than we
realize. *** ***
ON THE ROAD— i n t h e B a d g e r C r e e k a r e a .
T h is F a ll Program s tu d e n t
s e t s o u t f o r a two w eek t r e k ( P h o t o c o u r t e s y o f J oh n M e r c e r ) .

Each year it begins
much the same way.
Roughly
30
students
return
early
to
the
University of Montana, a
week
before
normal
registration, to take part
in a special set of
courses
called
”
Wilderness ' ~ ' 'and
Civilization”
.
The
program offers students
12 weeks of intensive, in
terdisciplinary
study
relating
to
a single
theme.
Wilderness
and
Civilization
was
developed in 1975 to of
fer a unique educational
opportunity
appropriate
to the University of Mon
tana.
The program is
responsive to our loca
tion, surrounded by over
five million acres of
wilderness in the North
ern Rocky Mountains. It
focuses on the relation
ship of modern society to
wild land, and intensively
examines the implications
of natural resource al
location and use in con
temporary American cul
ture.
The Wilderness and
Civilization program links
*he sciences and the
humanities.
brought
together in an interdis
ciplinary program. Work
in the sciences focuses
on ecology, wilderness
history, economics, and
natural resource conser
vation.
Work in the
humanities focuses on

cultural attitudes toward
wild land as expressed in
American literature, the
role of wilderness in a
sensible and workable
land-human ethic, and
the future for human par
ticipation in the natural
world. Full and exclusive
participation, which offers
eighteen credit hours of
work, is required of all
students in the program.
Each year we begin the
program with a two day
orientation, before leaving
on an eleven day wilder
ness trek. The trip builds
a sense of community
among
students
and
faculty, and provides stu
dents
with
direct
knowledge of wilderness

and management issues.
All academic work later in
the quarter is rooted in
this essential beginning.
For instance, we have
each student keep a daily
journal, and we draw on
these entries throughout
the quarter in preparing
essays and* other assign
ments.

sciences and humanities
as much as possible.
This integration also o c 
curs at informal weekly
pot-luck dinners and so 
cial gatherings.

We stress hands-on
experience to supplement
academic work. Students
work on a practical
project of some benefit
We hold a weekly ren to the community or
dezvous session, with all region, and related to the
faculty
and
students central theme of the
present. Sometimes we program.
We take full
bring in guest discussion advantage of the unsur
leaders for these ses passed natural environ
sions, but more often the ment surrounding the
time is used to evaluate University of Montana.
progress, or to tackle a We take weekly ecology
discussion question from field trips to several sites
several disciplines, at around western Montana.
tempting to integrate the At end of the quarter-

IN THE OPEN— C a r o l i n e B y r d a n d D a v e K l i n g e n h a u s
d i r e c t i o n c o v e r e d in e h it e .

tak e

in

th e ir

nee

long program we hold a
retreat.
It takes place
after the students hgve
completed a comprehen
sive
final
take-home
exam.
Two graduate
research assistants help
with the program, and we
often have two or three
former students who as
sist program participants
with project work and on
field trips.
We
have
students
ranging from freshmen to
seniors all participating
together, and represent
ing the entire spectrum
of majors. Applicants are
selected based on their
background, academic in
terests, and stated inter
ests included in the ap
plication essay.
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The Matthew Hansen Endowment
The Matthew Hansen
Endowment for Wilder
ness Studies was es
tablished in 1984 by the
family and friends of
Matthew Hansen, to offer
support
grants
for
research and writing on
Montana: specifically, the
relationship of its people
to the land through his
torical research, wilder
ness studies, or creative
writing.

(P h oto c o u r t e s y

The selection process
for successful proposals
is competitive.
The
proposals are selected on
the basis of
project
design, and the relevance
of the project to the in
terests of the citizens of
Montana.
A proposal
may focus on any aspect
of the endowment and
must fit within the intent
of the Matthew Hansen
Endowment trust agree

of

R ip ley

now? Why do they want
to destroy it by careless
ness and greed? “

Matthew was 23 at the
time of his death.
He
had many projects in
mind, projects that would
uncover more information
about Montana's wilder
ness, ranging from its
wildlife and its history to
its preservation. It was
his belief that through
research and writing we
Matthew
was
an gain a closer relationship
honors graduate in his to the spirit of the land
tory from the University and
that
a
wider
of Montana, and a former knowledge of Montana's
student in the Wilderness wild land heritage will
and Civilization program. encourage its protection.
He was also the c o 
founder and first presi
The friends and family
dent of the Rocky Moun of Matthew Hansen are
tain Front Advisory Coun pleased to announce the
sel, which was founded publication of Clearing, a
to provide information on collection of his poems.
habitat and wildlife along The manuscript is the
the eastern boundary of first publication by The
the Bob Marshall Wilder Kutenai Press in Missoula,
ness, and he worked for Montana.
Emily Mason
the Oral History Project designed and printed the
'Montanans at Work" for chapbook.
This limited
the Montana Historical edition of Clearing is
Society. Matthew wrote in available for a $100.00...,
liis journal/"T have a deep donation to the endow
attachment
to
this ment.
The edition is
country...That attachment limited to 150 numbered
is the force behind my copies.
Beginning in
desire to know its people June, 1986, trade editions
better.
Why did they will be available through
com e? How did they live the endowment or in
at first? How do they live Montana book stores.

Hugo)

ment The intent of the
endowment is to initiate
projects, rather than fund
established,
on-going
projects.
Single year
projects are emphasized.
There is $1,000 (interest
income)
available
for
successful applicants.

The deadline for grant
proposals is March 15,
1987.
Please direct all
inquiries to Robert Ream
or Kenneth Wall, (406)
243-5361, the Wilderness
Institute, Matthew Hansen
Endowment University of
Montana.
The Matthew Hansen
Endowment is a unique
opportunity, open to all
with genuine interests in
Montana, its land and
people.
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National w ilderness preservation S ystem

Copies of This Map on 80 lb. Gloss are Available for $.50 per map
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National W ildern ess P reservation S ystem

